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A number of Saints’ Lives that were composed in the eighth to eleventh centuries pay 
particular attention to Byzantine Jewry: they stage historical or fictional Jewish 
characters, describe religious debates, reference Jews as a group or use elements typically 
associated with Judaism. In the Life of Constantine the former Jew, composed during the 
reign of Leo VI, the Saint himself was a Jew who converted and became a model Christian 
who proselytized among his former fellow believers. Diverse in content, some of these 
Lives are centred on debates between Christians and Jews, others have an eschatological 
focus and are concerned with the ultimate fate of the Jews, or have a more historical 
perspective. They are also geographically diverse and were written and/or set the story 
in different parts of the empire: the Constantinople area, but also Southern Italy or Crete 
and the Greek mainland. 

These Lives constitute a corpus of much value, composed in periods of interest such as 
the iconoclastic controversy and the forced baptism of Jews decreed by Basil I. As 
literature with a wide outreach, the Lives are a possible source of information on popular 
opinion on those forced conversions and on the perception of Judaism, Jews and newly 
converted Christians in the larger Middle Byzantine society. 

With this workshop, we want to bring together different approaches to the study of this 
corpus. We invite proposals for presentations of 20' that report on ongoing research on 
one or several of these Lives and/or the broader religious, historical or cultural context. 
We also welcome contributions that reflect on past research and on what you believe the 
field needs. We will look into the possibility of publishing the papers from the workshop. 

Please send a title and short abstract (max. 300 words) of your proposed presentation to 
the three conveners, together with five key words and your affiliation, by March 28, 
2021. We will try to offer financial support to presenters, but cannot yet guarantee it at 
this point. Please note the following information (from the ICBS website): Conveners and 
speakers can participate in no more than 2 sessions during the Congress (including round 
tables, poster/VR sessions, and thematic free communication/free communication sessions, 
but excluding plenary sessions). Questions may be addressed to any of the undersigned. 

The conveners, 
Niels De Ridder (KU Leuven: niels.deridder@kuleuven.be) 
Claudia Sode (Universität zu Köln: claudia.sode@uni-koeln.de) 
Reinhart Ceulemans (KU Leuven: reinhart.ceulemans@kuleuven.be) 
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